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For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which 
is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the spirit of God, 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they 
are foolishness unto him. neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.”—Cor. 2; 11, 14. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF DEITY. 


Ir is very important that mankind should have a correct understanding 
of the Deity, so far as the Divine can be comprehended by the human. 
When the youth Joseph Smith received his first vision, he beheld two 
glorious personages, whose brightness far exceeded that of the noonday 
sun; that luminary was shining at the time, and the manifestation was in 
the open air. They were strikingly alike in appearance, and one pointing 
to the other said “This is my beloved Son; hear Him.” | 

In ‘‘Mormon” theology, then, the Father and the Son are two separate 
entities and each is a person in the form of man, who is made “after their 
image and likeness.” Those Divine Beings, with the Holy Ghost form the 
Godhead. The Spirit is universally present throughout. the vast domains 
of space, and is said by revelation to be: | | 

“The light which is in all things; which giveth life to all things; which 
is the law by which all things are governed; even the power of God, who 
is in the bosom of eternity, who is in the midst of all things.”—Doc. and 
Cov., sec. 88, 13. 

Man can to some extent understand the Father and the Son by studying 
himself and the possibilities of his own powers, spiritual, mental and phy- 
sical, when perfected, immortalized and glorified. The promise is that: 

When He (God) shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him 
as He is. And every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself, 
even as He is pure.”—I. John 2: 2-3. 

That is because “We are the sons of God.” Jesus of Nazareth is recog- 
nized by all the Christian sects as the Son of God. Most of them say also 
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that He is God. They enunciate the doctrine of the Trinity. With but 
very few exceptions they endorse the description of Deity given by the 
Episcopalian church, in the first of its Thirty-nine Articles: 


“There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body, ) 
or passions; of infinite power, wisdom and goodness; the Maker and Pre- 
server of all things both visible and invisible. And in unity of this 
Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power and eternity; 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” 


It is also part of those creeds that, 


“Christ did truly rise again from death, and took again His body, with 
flesh, bones and all things appertaining to the perfection of man's nature, 
wherewith he ascended into heaven and there sitteth until He returns to 
judge all men at the last day.” 

They further explain that the three persons of the Trinity are “co-equal 
and their majesty co-eternal.” Also that: 

“Such as the Father is, such is the Son and such is the Holy Ghost.” 

Of course it is difficult, if not impossible, to explain how a Deity com- 
posed of three persons, one of whom has a body of flesh and bones, can be 
“without body and parts”; but such is the orthodox idea which they who 
can may believe. But we desire to draw attention to the declaration that 
the Father and the Son are declared to be alike, “without any difference 
or inequality,” and that the Son went to heaven with His resurrected body 
of flesh and bones and sits at the “right hand of the Father.” We do this 
because the doctrine of the Godhead, as held by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, is now being ridiculed and held up to public derision 
by preachers whose creeds on this subject we have briefly set forth. 

Now if there is anything concerning Deity made clear in the Scriptures, 
which those sects accept as the only final authority in religious matters, it 
is that Jesus is the Son of God the Father and that He is the “express 
image of His person.” Also that Jesus was “the first-born among many 
brethren”; that He and they “are all of one”; that as they “were made 
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the 
same”; that in “all things it behooved Him to be made like unto His 
brethren”; and that those who follow in His steps will be like him in all 
things. (Heb. 1.) 

Now if Jesus of Nazareth in His resurrected body of flesh and bones is 
just like His Eternal Father, why should the doctrine that God the Father 
as well as Christ the Son is a person, “a being of tabernacle” be scouted as 
contrary to Christianity? God is a spirit, and it is true that a “spirit it- 
self has not flesh and bones.” But man isa spirit also. His spirit has 
not flesh and bones but it dwells in a body that has. Jesus before he gave 
up the ghost said, “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.” He left 
the body and returned to it, then with that body ascended into heaven to 
dwell with the Father. 

All the sons of God, if they follow in His footsteps, are to do the same, 
For though he was the only begotten Son of God in the flesh He was the 
“firstborn” in the spirit, and His brethren are to share in His glory as 
“joint heirs to all things” with His Father and their Father, His God and 
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their God. If Jesus Christ, with a body of flesh and bones spiritualized 
and immortal, is really God, is it unreasonable or unscriptural to believe 
that the Father is also an immortal being with a spiritual eternal body! 
If the spirit of man is the offspring of God, as declared in holy writ, and 
the resurrected body of man jis to be changed and fashioned after the 
glorious body of the Son of God, who is in “the express likeness” of the 
Father, why may not man also become in every respect like Christ, and 
thus like the eternal Father of us all? 

“Mormon” doctrine on the Godhead is Bible doctrine, though it was not 
taken from the Bible. God the Father is as much a person in holy writ as 
is the Son, and the Holy Spirit, which proceeds from them, is the light and 
life of all things. By it they are omnipresent. Yet our Father in person 
dwells in heaven and the Son is at His right hand. The redeemed and 
exalted are to “inherit all things” and “reign with God and the Lamb for 
ever.” 

“Mormonism” gives the only rational explanation of the Scriptural 
doctrine of the Godhead. It maintains the individuality of each person in 
the Trinity and yet shows their unity and omnipresence. I also points 
out the destiny of the sons of God, who are to be developed into their 
Father’s perfect image and likeness, and become one with Him and the Son 
as they are ONE. 

If the preachers who arouse hostility against the Latter-day Saints 
because of their doctrine of Deity, really believe that Jesus is God, how can 
they have the conscience to hurl the blasphemous and scoffing language 
they use against the “Mormons” for believing in a God who has a body 
and who made man in His own image? 

“Our Father who art in heaven,” is really our Divine Parent. Jesus is 
our Elder Brother. We may become heirs to “all that the Father hath” if 
we will keep His commandments. The Holy Spirit will reveal the Father 
and the Son to those who sincerely obey God and live by every word that 
comes from His mouth. They will walk in His light, have communion 
with Him and eventually, having overcome the world, the flesh and the 
devil, enter into the Divine Presence to dwell with God the Father and 
Jesus Christ the Son, having a fulness of the Holy Ghost and being 
crowned as Kings and Priests to reign with them eternally.— Deseret News. 


— 


A GREAT QUESTION. | 


WESTERN civilisation is the child of yesterday, that of China is hoary 
with age. So the matter appears to most of us when we think of the great 
Eastern question of the day from the standpoint of history; so, too, does 
the Chinaman regard it when, proud of his long past, he looks down with 
contempt, that passes into hatred and fear, on those Westerners whom it 
pleases him to style “foreign devils.” And yet, after all, the statement is a 
falseone. In all probability the two civilisations are of very similar age, and 
even possibly branched off from acommon center. For, indeed, it must be 
noted that the history of a civilisation is not the same thing as the history 
of ita possessor, insomuch as, like more material possessions, culture may, 
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and often does, pass from hand to hand and from race to race. The 
Englishman of to-day, with all the culture and civilisation that name 
implies, although much of it be home-born, such as we find in the plays of 
Shakspeare, the philosophy of Bacon and Spencer, the science of Newton 
and Darwin, and the mechanics of Arkwright and Stephenson yet is 
but a representative of one branch of the great Teutonic family of nations 
which, in company with those of Southern and Eastern Europe, became 
heirs to the wealth of mental equipment whose political expression two 
thousand years ago was the great Roman Empire. The decline and fall 
of the outward organisation of Rome we can read depicted in the pages 
of Gibbon, but the culture which it represented, and the civil framework 
of society on which it was built up, have not fallen; they have lasted on, 
and have been spreading until to-day, not only over the continent of 
Europe, but over America, Australia, South Africa and New Zealand. 
And this is not all; we can go further back. Rome received that 
culture she developed and handed on largely from Ancient Greece, and 
Greece in her turn had to look back to the inspiration she received from 
earlier ages, when Pheenician traders brought to her not only the wares, 
but also the ideas and crafts of Egypt, and of, to a less degree perhaps, 
Babylonia. Thus, across an interval of more than seven thousand years (7 
we can dimly scan the light of our primitive civilisation shining in the 
remotest antiquity on the riverside of the Nile and of the Euphrates, and 
Western civilisation enshrines the thoughts, the discoveries, and the hard- 
won victories of the souls of men for a period of over seventy centuries. 
And now, as compared with this, what has the Chinaman to say for 
himself? He too inherits a civilisation that has come down from the 
remotest past, complex like our own, and not merely to be compared with 
it as more or less developed, but as developed on different lines. His 
history extends backwards, in a wore or less authentic form, over more 
than forty centuries, until we reach the epoch with which the great 
Chinese sage, who was almost contemporary with the Greek Socrates, 
commences the Shoo King, the Chinese Book of History. Confucius nar- 
rates the story of the Golden age of Chinese History, the reign of the 
Good Emperor Yaou, B.C. 2356, who lived at a time when the culture that 
was afterwards to become the Stream of European civilisation was the 
possession of the mud-brick city builders of the Babylonian plain, and of 
the temple-loving peoples of Egypt. Assyria had not yet risen to be a 
power among the nations, and Abraham had not yet gone down into Egypt. 
By implication, however, we can look back —still further back into the his- 
tory of the Chinese people. Just as the Temples of Ancient Babylonia 
were the watch towers of astronomers, and the first task of ancient as- 
tronomy both in Babylonia and Egypt was to devise a calendar for the 
practical use of men, so did the Emperor Yaou appoint astronomers to 
observe the heavens to determine the seasons, and to arrange the calendar, 
and that calendar is stil] in use in China to-day. All this implies earlier 
culture, and, indeed, from the works of native writers ample proof is forth- 
coming. We have the Chinese depicted by them as small tribes, wander- 
ing in the forests of what is now the province of Shansi, who had evidently 
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traveled eastwards from some part of Western Asia across the great 
Mongolian Desert, and who, having at last reached the upper waters of 
the Yellow River, the Hoang Ho, exchanged the weary life of shepherds 
in the desert for that of agriculturists in a rich and fruitful land. In 
exactly the same way in the last few centuries which have followed the 
discovery of America the native racea have been displaced, and Canada 
and the United States have sprung up. The barbarian hordes of less 
civilised, and, therefore, weaker tribes who were their foes could no more 
—— gi Chinese than the red man has been able to with- 
stand the pale face. 

How many centuries we must allow for this process before the reign of 
the Emperor Yaou we cannot tell, but from that time onwards civilisation 
among the Chinese has pursued its own course, and obeyed its own laws 
of development, cut off from the Western influences by the lofty mountains 
and huge deserts of Central Asia, and by the long sea voyage which until 
recent centuries was almost as great an obstacle. Shut in, then, by nature 
as well as by their own, proud spirit of self-sufficiency, under this civilisa- 
tion of their own the Chinese have multiplied exceedingly, and with their 
four hundred millions now probably embrace one-third of all the people 
on the globe. Is the attitude of the Chinaman, then, altogether to be 
wondered at? He values his civilisation and culture as we value ours. 
He looks upon the foreigner, with his strange religion, his strange costume 
and ways, and his strange inventions, with what seems to us an unreason- 
able and unreasoning hatred, but which is probably a perfectly true in- 
stinct that recognises that the two civilisations when brought face to face 
are inevitably at war. He feels rather than sees that it is the philosophy 
of his own Confucius as against the Western creed of Jesus, the writing of 
Europe as against his own revered hieroglyphics—in a word, his own 
customs and beliefs that are arrayed as against onrs, and as a patriot he 
chooses hisown. Two civilisations, born in pre-historic times, the one has 
traveled westwards until it has now crossed the Atlantic and covered 
America, the other traveled eastwards, and for ages halted on the shores 
of the Pacific. They have met once more. The Chinaman faces the 
European in San Francisco, in Australia, in Port Arthur, in Hong Kong. 
Western civilisation, with its developed coalfields, and with the strength 
that comes from steam, has overleaped the natural barriers of land and 
ocean which once divided men, and the two civilisations now stand face 
to face. What is to happen Liverpool Daily Post. 


THE HEAT IN PARIS. 


Tax long uninterrupted spell of tropical heat, unprecedented in Paris 
during the present century, is producing most deplorable effects. The list 
of persons who succumb in the streets is lengthening every day, and all the 
inhabitants and guests in the French capital are suffering real incon- 
venience from the high temperacure. At the same time the water supply 
is running short, and the ice manufacturers find it impossible to satisfy 
the demands of all their customers. There is, howeyer, a yet more serious 


— 


534 LATTBR-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


effect of the prolonged heat and drought. The water in the Seine is not 
only very low, but has, just below Paris, become absolutely putrid. A few 
days ago all the fish in the river died, it was alleged, from the heat of the 
water. Efforts were made to collect their dead bodies and to bury them; 
but they were so numerous that, though they were carted away by waggon- 
loads, those which remained floating on the water rendered life in the 
suburban villas almost impossible. Together with the sewage which flows 
into the Seine at St. Ouen, these dead fish have transformed the Seine at 
Argenteuil, Bougival, Marly, Croissy, and Chatou into a veritable cloaque. 
The river inspectors have declared that nothing can be done to improve 
the situation but to wait patiently for a heavy fall of rain to raise the 
waters of the Seine and to increase the current, which will carry away the 
putrid matter. Public Opinion. 


Adam the Anarchist terror, that strange and ghastly peril which haunts 
the very air of all our vaunted civilization, has started up in the shape of 
incarnate murder, and again “the headless with the fearful hands” has 
struck a high and blameless victim from a throne, and plunged a great 
nation into grief and horror by a crime thatappals mankind. . . The 
close of the nineteenth century, which we are so often tempted to extol as 
the chosen age of humanity and enlightenment, is stamped for ever by an 
unparalleled succession of crimes as the most sinister epoch of political 
assassination that the world has ever seen. Within twenty years Rulers 
of all the mightiest States of both hemispheres except two have been 
assailed with unerring certainty by the same destroying spirit, and those 
who have perished have been, without exception, among the best monarchs 
and statesmen of their time. . . No personal responsibility gives a 
reason for the deadly choice by the Anarchist emissary of his mark, nor 
is there any clear object to be secured. The Anarchist assassinations of 
our time are wanton and bloody, aimless and merciless beyond all deeds of 
blood that ever entered into the perverted intelligence of half-educated 
brains. Monarchs are now the martyrs of liberty. Ka Humpert has 
been struck down as the representative of Civilization itself by the spirit 
of Murder, which in the last twenty years has claimed its victims among 
the crowned or elected heads of all the principal countries of the world 
except Germany and England.— Morning Post. 


* 


WHERE ARE THE MILLIoR Last year the Methodist Con- 
ference and the Methodist people, with unprecedented unanimity, re- 
solved to place at the crucified feet of our Lord Jesus Christ, on January 
1, 1901, the first day of the new century, a humble tribute of one million 
guineas. Half of the time at our disposal for collecting this sum has gone. 
We have little less than a year in which to complete the great enterprise. 
What progress have we made? Last year the promoters of this enterprise 
visited the great centers of population, and were everywhere welcomed by 
crowded and enthusiastic audiences. Great credit is due to our ministers 
and representative laymen for the readiness with which they undertook 
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this great task, notwithstanding the constant burdens of duty and 
sacrifice inevitably demanded by a voluntary and connexional Church 
like ours. The first-fruits of the appeal to the Methodist people were most 
inspiring. Two-thirds of entire amount was promised in less than six 
months on Mr. Perk’s invaluable principle of one person one guinea. If 
we adopt the Cornish principle of “one and all” the thing can be done, and 
done without excessive demand upon anybody’s purse. Half a million 
of Methodists, have already promised seven hundred thousand guineas. 
There are a million and a-half of Methodists, who, up to now, have pro- 
mised nothing. Surely, if they are properly approached, they will have 
no difficulty or hesitation in promising the remaining three hundred 
thousand guineas.— Methodist Times. 


Lrgs AGAINsT THE CHURCH.—Moat of the difficulties of the Church have 
arisen by lies which the “Accuser of our Brethren” has moved wicked men 
and women to say against the people of God. The early Christians were 
accused by the heathens of worshiping an ass; of being cannibals and eat- 
ing human flesh (perhaps a mistaken conception of the Eucharistic feast) ; 
of assembling at night for immoral purposes; of disloyalty (just as Sir 
William Harcourt pleads now); of being unsocial, and of all sorts of dread- 
ful things, especially that which was mentioned in the Acts “of turning 
the world upside down.” All Sir William Harcourt’s and Lady Wim- 
borne’s and Tappertit’s accusations were brought against the saints of 
God, the glorious army of martyrs, who died for the Lord Jesus in the 
days of old. The same old lies that are furbished up from the armoury 
of Satan in our time were used against apostles and martyrs in the first 
three centuries, and Diocletian was quite as eager to “put down” Christian- 
ity by force as Tappertit himself.—Church Review. 


CONFERENCE APPOINTMENTS. 


THE dates of holding semi-annual Conferences in the various parts of 
the British Mission have been set as follows: 


Grimsby (special)) September 16, 1900. 
* 23, 1900. 


22 
Nottingham 30, 1900. 
Manchester * 21, 1900. 
November 4, 1900. 
r 11, 1900. 
18, 1900. 
25, 1900. 
Birminghba . December 2, 1900. 
9, 1900. 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 23, 1900. 


A BACKWARD GLANCE! 


Ir is perhaps impossible for the modern student to enter fully into the 
conditions which prevailed when Christianity was first preached in Judea, 
yet there may have been somewhat of a semblance between that day and 
this, from the standpoint of religious thought and life. Judaism, original- 
ly given of God or His Prophets, at that time had all the prestige of 
antiquity and authority, it had a wonderful history and had produced in 
many respects an unique people. They had a history, too, and they were 
in the main unlike all others, their religion was peculiar, their institutions 
were in great part the product thereof, they had had Prophets, Judges and 
Kings as their ancestors, and they were indeed at one time “the chosen 
people,” singled out from all the nations to possess “the oracles,” and they 
were also the recipients of such blessings and such promises as were be- 
yond all experience or expectation amid mankind at large. 

They presumed more or less upon this ancestry, upon their special 
blessings, and still more, perchance, upon the promises as something sure 
and immovable, because of their conceptions of Deity and the experiences 
of their past. They were also generally oblivious to personal and national 
defects, their overwhelming vanity rendered them impervious to control 
as to the word of the Lord, yet when under the rod their faith was 
momentarily exercised, and when the power of conquest was felt upon 
them they in moments of contrition remembered the predictions as to 
“the Messiah who was to come,” and while they looked for and prayed for 
Him, it seemed as if deliverance from the domination of their conquerors 
was needed rather more than any revival of spiritual life, or any renewal 
of prophetic direction, or further suggestion of obedience to the words 
which they might bring. 

It must have been phenomenal when no one came with the word of the 
Lord, when there was neither words of chastisement or encouragement, 
and when the heavens had become as brass. Surely repentance and 
humiliation wight have been expected? Surely there were those who 
yearned for the Urim and Thummim! Surely from Malachi to Zechariah 
there was some few who could “discern the signs of the times?” Surely 
during those centuries some realized that God bad, for the moment at least, 
forsaken this covenant people and left them to their own devices? Surely 
when they went up to worship in the Herodian Temple they remembered 
the “pillar of cloud and fire” of the palmy days when Solomon’s Temple 
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stood with the symbols of divine interest, both within and without? and 
they would contrast this doubtless with the structure built of alien and 
unbelieving hands for the worship of “the one only living and true God,” 
the God of their fathers, Abrabam, Isaac and Jacob. 

Their religious pride must Have been touched, their humiliation com- 
plete, their subjection as a horrid dream! and if some few wholly or but 
half devoted to the ancient faith had given thought or observation might 
they not have read “the handwriting on the wall,” and known that the 
day of scattering was already at the door. 

Their conquerors had among their multitudinous deities in Rome, 
their capital, erected one Temple to Janus, the God of Peace. When war 
reigned the doors of this stately temple and statue were open by day and 
night, that importunate prayers and votive gifts or sacrifice might woo 
the interposition of this beneficent God. The legions of Rome had con- 
quered the world, her eagles had been universally victorious, no more 
prayers for peace was needed, the two-faced deity, looking forward and 
backward was propitiated and satisfied, and the massive gates of his 
temple were closed in token of this novel condition. At the time when 
every eye was open and every heart moved, beneath the starlit azure of 
the Palestinian heavens, while the angels sang “Peace on earth, good will 
to men,” in the manger at the Kahn in Bethlehem “the Prince of Peace” 
was already born, He was the Messiah that was to come, the messenger 
to that stricken, bewildered, humiliated people, and “His name was called 
Jesus, because He should save His people from their sins!” The close of 
the olden dispensation. was at hand, the day of types and shadows was 
about to pasa, the fulfilment of the prophecies—the day of wondrous 
change had already dawned, the new era of broader spiritual life and re- 
newed communion with the heavens had come to Israel and the world. 
Was either of those great branches of the human race prepared to receive 
their King? Did they know “the day of their salvation,” or was the new 
test, this general ordeal to be as unproductive, as little appreciated, as had 
been that marvellous history written from Egypt to that day by the finger 
of Deity upon the tablets of that issue, and countersigned by a stiff- 
necked and perverse generation, or would the fleeing centuries of ex- 
perience be required to bring to them “that repentance which, nesdoth 
not to be of!” | 


RELRABSES.— Elder Henry W. Manning, President of the Sheffield Con- 
ference, and Elder Frank L. Layton, traveling Elder in the London 
Conference, are honorably released from their missionary labors to return 
home on the s.s. Veto England, een 


1 Samuel J. Parrish is appointed to preside in the 
Sheffield Conference. : 

The appointment of Elder Charles R. Mabey to labor in the Norwich 
Conference has been revoked, and he is appointed to labor in the German 
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District Mrrtrncs.—A District Meeting will be held in the Free 
Gardiners Hall, 14, Picardy Place, Edinburgh, September 2. Services at 
10 a.m. and 2 and 6 pm. 

Also at 4, Carlton Place, South Side, Glasgow, on the 9th of September. 
Services at same hours as indicated above. An invitation and welcome are 
extended to all. 


SpeciaL Mxxros for the purpose of organizing a new conference will 
be held in Grimsby on the 16th of September. All Elders in the Grimsby 
and Hull districts are requested to attend, also as many of the Saints a as 
can make it convenient to be present. 


INFORMATION WANTED of William and Ada Derbyshire, who emigrated 
(as members of the Church) to Utah, from Middlesboro, England, about 
1893. Their brother and sister, Mr. Edward and Jane Ramshire, would 
like to hear from the above, or if deceased from any of their family. 
Address No. 54, Margaret Street, Beverley Road, Hull. Deseret News 
please copy. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Einen J. Cormans writes Loeghboro’ as follows: 


“We are plodding steadily on in spite of our many disadvantages. 
There is no organized branch here, and no hall in which to meet, and we 
have, therefore, to resort to cottage meetings. We hold a Sacramental 
meeting each Sunday afternoon, and a Bible class is held each Sunday 
evening. The majority of the Saints here met in a social capacity just 
lately at Sister Babcock’s, where a great surprise awaited them, and also 
a well prepared tea. On arriving it was ascertained that our worthy host 
had complied with the ordinance of baptism, and all felt to rejoice on 
receipt of the good news, more especially his wife. Brother and Sister 
Babcock hail from Uncle Sam's Republic,” and are, therefore, pretty well 
acquainted with affairs in Zion, and we feel that it is good to have their 
presence and support in this district, for it is our sincere wish that there 
may be more souls brought to a knowledge of the truth, and that those 
who are lukewarm in Loughboro’ will see their condition and begin anew.” 


DISTRICT MEETINGS. 


In accordance with suggestions in the Star, and to meet the necessities 
of a widely scattered Conference, President F. A. Mitchell determined 
upon three meetings each at South Shields, Middlesboro and Carlisle, on 
consecutive Sabbaths. The two former have come off as announced. The 
last of the series will occur on August 26th, President J. L. McMurrin 
will be present, and that will doubtless be as gratifying to the Elders and 
local Saints there as were those already past, surely the Spirit of the Lord 
bore witness to the zeal, interest and devotion of the Elders, and the local 
Saints were highly delighted, for it gave them an opportunity which they 
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had longed for. They were ready to invite their friends and neighbors, so 
that good congregations were had at the later services of each day, while 
those of the morning were acceptable and beneficial in a special sense to 
the Saints. | 

Eider H. W. Naisbitt was present on the first two Sabbaths, and in the 
interval between visited kindred at Swainby, Osmotherby, Borrowby, 
Northallerton and Bedale, meeting some who had grown aged beyond 
recognition, but yet able to 9 a visit and hear of the far off land and 
the strange religion. 

From Shields all the Elders visited Brother and Sister Hazelgrove, and 
had a grand time in enjoying their hospitality and society. At Middles- 
boro the scribe had favors from Brother and Sister Robinson, and many 
invitations had to be regretfully declined. Hn route from there a few 
hours were spent in the ancient city of York, in its wonderfal Minster, and 
on its well-kept city walls, and a short trip to Fulsford made a rather late 
ride to Tadcaster to visit a dear cousin and husband (Mr. Calvert), then to 
Pontrefact and Featherstone, and finally at 10:30 to rest and work at 48.“ 

The country was looking superb; grain mostly cut, yet there were signs 
of falling leaf and shorter days. The hum of the mower and reaper was 
in the air. Some few days of sunshine had made nature lovely in aspect 
and fragrant with perfume. The hills and moors of the uncultivated and 
preserved part were purpled with heather as far as the eye could reach, 
but the rain came down along the Yorkshire valleys in quite a more than 
business-like way, to the terror of the farmer and the ruin of much grain. 

Some experiences were sad, but among the Saints and with the brethren 
of the north it was a time of quiet exultation. Their way opens from 
time to time, baptisms are not unfrequent, and “the walls of prejudice” 
are yielding slowly to the power of example, and to the dissemination of the 
word. In many ways the District meetings met the situation, and the 
results thereof will remain for many days. Some new converts had their 
faith strengthened, for evil is not yet dead, but “Truth is mighty and 
will assuredly prevail.” 


Ir will be noticed that a 7 — dates for the several Con- 
ferences is published in this issue. We believe the Elders and Saints will 
appreciate this, as it lea ves the holidays free for entertainments and social 
— The Spring Conferences will be advanced also. 


Lyman will be present at the Scottish District 
L. MeMurrin. 


“INDIV IDUALITY.” 


WHEN people become disaffected towards the faith of the Gospel, they 
often take a stand on what they term their “individuality.” To hear them 
talk, persons who do not understand the situation would be likely to 
imagine that those dissenters are the only persons who maintain their 
“independence,” and that, consequently, the faithful of the Church have 
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yielded up their individuality and have become entirely dependent on 
something or someone else. 

But is it true that individuality is the characteristic solely of seceders 
from the Church, and those who are filled with the spirit of opposition and 
contention? Is there no independence of thought or action among those 
who are in unison with their brethren, and in accord with the principles 
and policy of the body? Cannot a member exercise individuality and 
independence in voluntary acquiescence and conformity to rules and 
measures adopted for general observance? 

Under our secular government is not the man who complies with law 
and lives by its requirements willingly, quite as independent as he who 
violates law to show his individuality? The only proper way to “live 
above the law” is to keep from breaking it, in | the letter and spirit there- 
of. It is the same as to the Church. | 

Even among animals, kicking is no sign of superiority or noble blood, 
The high-spirited and well-bred horse learns the benefit of compliance 
with the higher power that guides and directs, by gentle means, and 
applies sterner measures only when disobedience breaks out into overt 
acte that are injurious. 

Obedience to wholesome Jaws and sacred obligations is a virtue, and is 
necessary to the general welfare of the State or of the Church, as the case 
may be. The individual who willingly submits receives the benefit in 
common with his fellow citizens or Church members. Resistance, rebellion, 
stubborness, opposition, refractory actions and expressions, are not signs 
of true independence of character, but rather of irritability, impatience, 
self-importance and assumption. 

There was a grand and holy Being, the mightiest known among men, 
who predicated all His teachings and doings on the principle involved in 
this saying: I came not to do my own will, but the will of Him that sent 
me.” Submission to higher intelligence acting in wisdom, love and truth, 
is no mark of weakness or Jack of “individuality,” but the contrary. It is 
only in that spirit that “rule” is established in the Church. It comes from 
the head but is adopted by “common consent.” No man or woman is re- 
quired to sink individuality, but only to become harmonious with that which 
is decided to be right and for the good of the whole body in communion. 
There was another being who, in the heavens, would not comply with the 
will of the Head endorsed by the majority. He proclaimed his individu- 
ality” and acted upon his notions of what that meant. He was cast down. 
His spirit enters the hearts of the children of disobedience, and their yield- 
ing to it prepares them for his society. “Birds of a feather,” etc. Just com- 
pare the influence that surrounds the obedient and tractable and faithful, 
with that which emanates from the rebellious, the objecting, the conten- 
tious who pride themselves on their “individuality * 

The proper term for that state of mind is individualism. It is another 
name for selfishness. It is the bane of the world. I[t corrupts men and 
nations. It brings strife and violence and bloodshed. It causes the es- 
earth with gore. 4 
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Mutuality is what the world needs. “The greatest good to the greatest 
number,” is a motive for human action that, in Church and in State, will 
clear the way for the Millennium. Not my vill but thine, O God, be done,” 
will bring more happiness, peace, joy, contentment and glory than all the 
individualism in which some people take such pride, and of which they 
make their boast. It is not from above but from beneath. It does not 
bring present benefit and it will not lead to eternal exaltation and ever- 
lasting bliss.— Deseret News. 


PICTURES OF THE WAR. 


“As we look on those grim relics of this dreary time we catch the mad - 
dening sound of the distant guns. The chargers prick their ears and 
quiver from muzzle to coronet. The kaki-clad figures on the plain throw 
up their heads and turn their eyes towards the sound, the tired shoulders 
square themselves, each foot seems to tread the blackened plain with firmer, 
prouder tread. The sound of guns is like the rush of wine through slug- 
gish veins, and men forget that they are faint with hunger, weary to the 
verge of wretchedness with ceaseless marching. The sound of guns be- 
speaks the presence of the foe, and those gaunt soldiers of the QUEEN are 
galvanized to life and lust of battle by the very breath of war. A ripple 
runs along the line, the farthest flank catches the gleam of the sun on 
distant rifle barrels. An order rings out sharp and crisp, the colume 
stands as if each man and horse were carved in rock. 

“The infantry lean lightly on their guns, the cavalry crane forward in 
their saddles. We pause and wait until we see the green badge of 
O’DRISOOLL’s scouts on the hats of the advancing riders. O’DRIscoLt rides 
towards the Staff with loosened rein, and every spur in all bis gallant 
little troop shows how the scouts had ridden. We strain our ears to catch 
the news the Irish scout has brought. It comes at last. CLEMENTS has 
met the foe, and death is busy in those distant hills. : 

“RUNDLE sits silently, hard pressed in his saddle, a gallant figure, with 
soldier and leader written all over him. We wait his verdict anxiously, 
for on his word our fate may hinge. We have not long to wait—CiLEMEntTs 
can hold his own; BraBant will outflank the Boers. Forward, march! 
The men droop as wheat fields droop in the sultry air of a seething day. 
They are tired, deadly tired; not too tired to fight, but weary of the end- 
less marching from point to point to keep the enemy from breaking 
through their lines and striking southward. 

“A horse drops wearily upon its knees, looks round dumbly on the 
wilderness of blackness, then turns it piteous eyes upwards towards the 
skies that seem so full of laughing loveliness, then, with a sob which is 
almost human in the intensity of its pathos, the tired head falls down- 
wards, the limbs contract with spasmodic pain, then stiffen into rigidity, 
and one wonders if the Eternal mocked that silent appeal from those great, 
sad eyes, eyes that had neither part nor lot in the sin or sorrow of war. 
How shall a man dare look upwards for help when the bitterness of death 
draws nigh unto him! The grey lines above, on flank and front and rear, 
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were with greedy speed converging to one point, until they flock in a 
horrid, struggling, fighting, revolting mass of beaks and feathers above 
the fallen steed, as devils flock around the deathbed of a defaulting deacon. 
A soldier on the outer edge of the extended line swings his rifle with swift 
back-handed motion over his shoulder, and brings the butt amidst the 
crowd of carrion. The vultures hop with grotesque, ungainly motions 
from their prey, and stand with wings extended and clawed feet apart, 
their necks outstretched and curved heads dripping slime and blood, a 
fitting setting amidst the black ruin of war. The charger now looks up- 
ward from eyeless sockets; his gutted carcase, flattened into a shapeless 
streak, shrinks towards the earth, as if asking to be veiled from the 
laughter of the skies. But there is neither pity from above nor shelter 
from below as the red wave of war sweeps over the land. Gop grant that 
merry England may never witness, on her own green meadow lands, these 
sights and sounds which meet the eye and ear on African soil.”—Mr. A. G. 


Hates, Daily News. 
A BURIED CITY AND AN ANCIENT CHURCH. 


THE ancient capital of Britain, we are told, was Verulamium. It stood 
a few score yards west of St. Alban’s Abbey, Hertfordshire. Not a stone of 
it remains upon another, but one may readily trace its site by the mounds 
of heaving turf that lie scattered round. The worms and moles must have 
been busy here for over a thousand years, for the ruins are buried several 
feet deep beneath the sward. That was an instructive experiment of Dar- 
win’s, when he had several acres of grass land covered with a thick layer of 
chalk. He lived to see that stratum of chalk nine or ten inches deep 
beneath the surface that was the work of the worms. The city was a mile 
in length and three-fourths of a mile in width. It was laid out in a series 
of oblong plots, through which ran the great Roman road, still known as 
“Watling Street.” On the southern side was the King’s Fishpond, a lake 
fed by the pretty little stream, the “Ver,” still bright and sparkling, and 
dimpled in spring by the rising trout. An ancient British fortification is 
supposed to have occupied the site, and this was taken in Ceesar’s first in- 
vasion (B. 0. 55). After a century’s absence the Romans returned and com- 
menced building the stately Verulamium, with its palaces, forum, and 
amphitheatres. In 4. p. 54 it became the capital. Then, only a few years 
afterwards, came a terrible revenge, the city was sacked and burned by 
Boradicea, and not a soul of the seventy thousand inhabitants escaped. 
Excavations from time to time have resulted in the discovery of Roman 
pavements, coins and pottery, and abundant traces of its early Roman 
occupation. One may gather some ideas as to the importance of St. Albans, 
centuries ago, from a glance at the old Sumpter Yard. All that is left of 
the monastery is the gateway, the first floor of which is used as the gram- 
mar school, perhaps the oldest in the kingdom (1095). There must have 
been a busy scene in front of it when crowded with waggons, pack-horses, 
and mules bringing in the produce of the land from the country around— 
the venison and game, the meat, corn, wine and oil. For the Abbot en- 
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tertained many guests, kings, princes, and noblemen among them, and a 
host of retainers. Beyond the ruins of Verulamium is the ancient church 
of St. Michael’s, in which may be seen a monument to Lord Bacon, “Baron 
of Verulam,” “who after all Natural Wisdom and the Secrets of Life he had 
unfolded, Nature’s law fulfilled. Let compounds be dissolved. In the 
year of our Lord, 1626, of his age 66.“ The venerable Abbey of St. Alban’s 
occupies a commanding site close by. It was founded by Lanfranc in 1077, 
and opened eleven years after for public worship. The material of the 
Abbey consists largely of that found in the ruins of Verulamium. As may 
be noticed, Roman tiles enter largely into the construction, besides sand- 
stone and flint. One may observe, here and there, in the older garden 
walls, similar material employed. Verulamium was an inexhaustable 
quarry. St. Alban’s is thought to be the oldest existing Abbey, older per- 
haps than Westminster, Winchester, and Ely, and more ancient than 
Croyland, Glastonbury, and Malmesbury. The tower and transepts are of 
early Norman construction, and the interior shows the huge circular 
pillars and rounded arches of the period. The Abbot of St. Alban’s had 
great influence and enormous territorial possessions. There was scarcely 
a forest, field or river within a wide area that did not contribute to his 
wealth.— Echo. 


SUN SPOTS. 


ASTRONOMERS have been studying the spots on the surface of the sun. 
These are believed to appear, in their maximum as to numbers and magni- 
tude, with periodical regularity, about eleven years constituting the in- 
terval, and this year, it is said, a great sun spot display is again on the 
schedule. The fact is interesting, because when these sun spots were first 
closely observed, a notion became prevalent that they exercised a powerful 
influence upon mundane affairs. To their appearance was ascribed not 
only atmospheric disturbances on the earth, such as storms, cyclones, tidal 
waves and so on, but also social upheavals. Pestilence, famines, insurrec- 
tions, business failures, and wars, were thought to have some mysterious 
connection with those solar phenomena. This view is no longer as com- 
mon as it once was, but it is freely predicted that the earth will experience 
an uncommonly warm summer season on account of the sun spots now due. 

What are those spots in the blazing luminary? To this question science 
offers many suggestions but no certain answer. They vary in form and 
size—from a few miles in diameter to 150,000 miles—and they seem to be 
following the rotation of the sun around its axis They have been supposed 
to be deposits on the solar mountains; or openings in the sun’s atmos- 
phere, through which the darker kernel of the immense globe is seen 
beneath the flaming envelop. They are also supposed to be the products 
of tremendous storms on the surface of the sun. There seems to be no 
doubt as to their influence upon the affairs of our little globe, though their 
true nature is as deep a mystery as the sun itself. It was predicted that 
during this season there would appear a number of those spots, and that as 
a consequence the heat on earth will be intense. 
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